
    Big Red Quilt Guild 

   October 17, 2022 General Meeting 

Kris Kennedy welcomed 66 members attending the evening meeting.  She noted how her daughter’s 
experience with quilters in Perry, Iowa, has been such a wonderful way to become acquainted with a 
new community, and how our BRQG group has also been so welcoming to others.   

BRQG Board:  Kris then introduced our three newly-elected board members- Kay Solsbury, publicity; 
Barbara Slikkers, treasurer; and Nancy Yetman, secretary; and the remaining board members.  She 
thanked the “retiring” board members—Carol Vinnedge, publicity; Karen Keip, treasurer; and Lorelle 
Eberly, secretary, who had each fulfilled two two-year terms due to Covid.  Kris presented each retiring 
board member with a gift of a paper-weight stone with Big Red painted on it by Delaney Ann Prins, one 
of our BRQG members, and another gift Kris had made.  Kris then acknowledged Delaney Ann Prins with 
a Big Red ornament and thanked her for her paintings of the gift stones. 

Bee Buzz and Library Lowdown:  Carol Vinnedge reported that at the last bee meeting at Herrick 
Library, eight members attended.  She encouraged members to drop in on the second and fourth 
Thursdays between 9 and noon, noting that there will be meetings on the second Thursdays in 
November and December, but not on the fourth Thursdays because of Thanksgiving and Christmas 
holidays.  

Our initial March Quilt month at Herrick Library was such a success in 2022 that plans are being made 
for another March Quilt event in 2023:  a split-rail fence quilt class; an open house with demonstrations 
of applique, hand quilting, and other techniques; some additional bee meetings and artists in 
residence—all at Herrick Library.  So start thinking about how you can contribute to our group effort!   

Charity Projects:  Kathy Ryzenga informed the group that we have now created 85 charity quilts this 
year.  Great work, everyone!   

Our January 16 meeting will be held from 5:00 until 8:00 and consist of cutting pieces for more charity 
quilts.  Bring your cutting mats and tools (rulers and rotary cutters).  Kathy will have patterns and fabrics 
available.  She suggested keeping patterns simple or trying a new pattern to see how it works for you. 

Kris noted that Linda Slusser is our current photographer and can be seen snapping lots of pictures of 
BRQG projects. 

Program Chairs Beth Wright and Barb Bredemeier: 

Conversation questions: Beth asked members to think of a quilted project they had given away and the 
reaction that meant the most to them, then share that with someone sitting nearby. 

Spring retreat:  Barb announced that our next retreat will be held March 28-30.  Registration will begin 
in January.  Lunch and dinner, favors, and make-and-take-its are included in the $45 per day fee.    

Summer Solstice Challenge:  Using the yellow fat-quarter of fabric, provided by BRQG, in your top, make 
a quilt between 30” x 30” to 60” x 60”.  Members may sign up tonight or at our November meeting to 
participate. See the BRQG website for more detailed information. 



November meeting:  Potluck Party Time--please bring some type of Finger food to share with the group.  
Those with last names beginning with A to N bring something savory; those with last names beginning 
with O to Z bring something sweet.  Also if you can, bring a quilt with log cabin, pineapple, or courthouse 
steps blocks or some variation of these.    

Program:  Our speaker, Cyndi Phillip, was introduced.  From Grand Haven, Cyndi has quilted since the 
‘70s and “became serious” about quilting in the 2000s, calling herself an eclectic quilter.  She discussed 
her diverse range of work and her family heritage of quilting.   

Cyndi encouraged members to record memories, especially of quilting.  Influences on her quilting 
included her grandmothers; a quilt guild in Bradenton, Florida; Ricky Tims; Darla Parks and a group at 
Darla’s home in Grand Haven, and her sister.  She asked members to think about Why do we quilt? 

Her trunk show included a wide variety of quilts from a Hard Rock Café T-shirt quilt for her son to quilted 
bags with embellishments to large bed quilts, all using different techniques.  Several in the style of Edyta 
Sitar were in muted colorways while others were bold and bright. 

Show and Tell:  Barb Sucher and Carol Vinnedge held quilts while several members showed their 
projects.   

Drawing for Membership Basket:  Bridget Morel, membership chair, held up the beautiful Black and 
White, Gray and Bright basket filled with quilting goodies.  Last year’s winner drew this year’s winning 
name:  Mary Lou Nienhuis.  Congratulations, Mary Lou! 

Kris thanked Cyndi for her presentation and others for their BRQG work.  She also asked members to 
help stack the extra chairs and clean up.  Meeting adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lorelle Eberly (for Nancy Yetman, secretary) 

     

 

 


