
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Big Red Quilt Guild Meeting 

Tiara Yachts 
September 19, 2022 

 
Kris Kennedy, president, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and welcomed members and 
guests.  She also pointed out where the “Heads” were located.   
 
Kris announced that a new quilt shop named Birtles has opened in Zeeland and currently is 
offering 15% discount coupons, which were passed out.  The shop has a large selection of solid 
colored, Moda, and licensed fabrics. 
 
The October 10 Lighthouse Quilt Guild meeting at the Church of the Dunes in Grand Haven at 
7:00 p.m. will feature a program of Intro to Improv Piecing by Lisa Ruble from Kalamazoo. 
 
Bridget Morel, membership chair, encouraged the group to renew their memberships before 
October 1, 2022, if at all possible.  All who do so will be entered in the raffle drawing for the gift 
basket themed Black and White, Gray and Bright, which Bridget held up for all to see.   
 
Carol Vinnedge, publicity chair, discussed the first meeting of a newly-formed BRQG bee that 
will be meeting at the Herrick Public Library from 9 until 12 the second and fourth Thursdays of 
each month.  Machine sewing and handwork are both possible in the meeting room on the 
main floor.  BRQG members are welcome to join the group on October 13 and 27.     
 
Betsy Muir showed the guild members the newly finished Sisterhood Quilt with member blocks 
arranged and joined together by Betsy and Kris, and quilted by Cheri Aardema.  We will hang 
this quilt at our meetings for a while and then decide where it will be donated. 
 
Kris then presented the names of the three nominees to serve on the BRQG board for two-year 
terms beginning the first of October: 
 Barb Slikkers –Treasurer 
 Nancy Yetman – Secretary 
 Kay Solsbury – Publicity chair 
Kris asked for nominees from the floor, reminding members they need to have discussed this 
with any potential candidates before presenting their names for consideration.  Hearing none, 



she called for the vote on the slate of officers presented. The slate was approved by voice vote.  
These three members will now be part of our BRQG Board of Directors for 2022 to 2024.  
 
Barb Bredemeier, program co-chair, reminded members that Cindi Phillip will be the presenter 
for our October meeting.  We will also be learning about our BRQG challenge at that meeting.   
 
The November meeting will include a potluck.  Those whose last names begin with A to N 
should bring something savory and those with last names beginning with 0 to Z bring something 
sweet.  The theme for the meeting will be Log Cabin quilts; members with log cabin style quilts 
are encouraged to bring them that night. 
 
Beth Wright, program co-chair, introduced tonight’s presenter, Susan Cleveland, noting that 35 
attended Susan’s class from 9 to 4 earlier in the day.  Beth indicated Susan likes to have 
questions interspersed during her presentation.   
 
Susan began by explaining her upcoming quilt tour to Japan for 24 quilters.  Anyone interested 
is encouraged to contact her for more information. 
 
Susan showed us over 20 quilts she has created with a wide variety of embellishment details 
and stitching techniques.  She enjoys creating curved piping as well as straight piping, using a 
special small cord, and employs a mixture of machine stitches and big stitch hand quilting in her 
designs, rarely marking her quilting lines as she prefers a folk art look.  She used prairie points 
as stars in the USA flag, often decorated with fancy machine stitching and/or wool balls as 
accents, and also as focal points in her mini quilt work.   
 
Some of her quilts had various widths of binding, Morse Code type stitches, frayed linen gauze, 
French knots, square sequins, buttons, turned edge applique, bold Dresden designs that flowed 
over the edge of the quilt or interlocked with each other, and other design features.  She likes 
to quilt the background first before applying the Dresdens and then stitching them down. 
 
Susan emphasized accuracy of cutting is key, and advocated for the steam-and-smash method 
to reduce the loft of the quilt for ease of quilting on a domestic machine.  The batting bounces 
back later.  She also recommended that when using piping in the border, quilt the project first, 
square up the quilt with a chalk line, apply the piping along the chalk line and then sew the 
binding on to the top.  Then cut the quilt edge before turning the binding to the back and 
finishing.     
 
Show and Tell consisted of ten members showing fifteen lovely projects tonight.   
Five door prizes were awarded to lucky ticket holders. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Lorelle Eberly, secretary  


