
Big Red Quilt Guild Meeting 

    July 19, 2021 

BRQG July 19, 2021, meeting was held at Tiara Yachts, Holland, Michigan.  At 7:00 p.m. Betsy 
Muir, president, welcomed the group of over 40, including 7 guests, noting that we had 5 new 
members join this evening.   

Our membership is now at 71. 

Nora Slikkers, program co-chair, gave the group an update on upcoming events, noting the last 
year and a half has been challenging for programming: 

August 16—Rayna Gilman from Florida will offer a lecture, “What If” and will also 
conduct two classes: “No Strings Attached” on Tuesday, August 17, and “Cinderella 
Quilts” on Wednesday, August 18.   
 
September 20—Ann Loveless will give a lecture “Landscape Art Quilts.” 
 
October 18—Coleen Merte will provide a Trunk Show and on October 19, a class “Pink 
Grapefruit” (curves without piecing). 

Kris Kennedy, vice-president, displayed the Sisterhood Project blocks that have been turned in 
and will become part of our new quilt project.  Some have been embellished with fabric and 
other items--so cute!  Members making these blocks need to double check the accuracy of the 
size of the copies for the paper piecing parts in order to have all blocks the same size.  Check 
the directions for the address of a good tutorial for paper piecing. 
 
Kathy Ryzenga thanked the members for all the charity quilts contributed, noting we have sent 
30 to Project Linus last month, over 50 this year.  Batting is available from Kathy for these 
charity projects. 
 
Barb Sucher discussed our placemat project for Meals on Wheels.  We need 275 colorful, 
cheerful, spring-themed 12” to 13” by 17” to 18” placemats by April 1, 2022.  Pressing Matters 
is a collection site, or members can bring their placemat donations to our BRQG meetings.  
Betsy thanked Barb for her hard work on getting this project underway. 
 
Nora introduced our speaker, Cathy Jones, from New Era, Michigan, who proceeded to show us 
a wide variety of quilts:  a signature quilt (friends signed squares that became the center of 
churn blocks), a 1920s hand-quilted “rescued-from-under-a-painter” quilt, a 10,000 triangles 
quilt, a plantation quilt, a center panel of Broiderie Perse quilt, a red-work block quilt with 
sawtooth borders, a Japanese lanterns (made with Japanese fabric) quilt, a quilt inspired by 
leaves Cathy gathered at Normandy Beach cemetery, and many others.  Cathy’s travels to Peru, 
Poland and the Baltics, France and Monaco, Africa, Israel and Jordan resulted in many fabric 
and tool finds which she shared with the group.  She has co-authored the quilt book Triangle 



Quilts and offered copies for sale.  She also will be conducting a quilt retreat October 10-14, 
2021.  Contact her if you are interested. 
 
Betsy thanked Cathy for showing us her quilts and sharing her stories. 
Betsy then asked the members if they wanted treats at our BRQG general meetings.  The 
response was negative; members did not desire treats at these meetings. 
 
Several members shared quilts during our Show and Tell this evening. 
 
Several door prizes were awarded before the meeting ended at 8:35 p.m. 
Next BRQG meeting will be August 16 at Tiara Yachts.  Come and bring a friend. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Lorelle Eberly, secretary 

 


