
Big Red Quilt Guild Meeting 

(bigredquiltersguild.org) 

August 16, 2021 

Tiara Yachts, Holland, Michigan 

 

President Betsy Muir opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m.  Forty-six women were present including 
thirteen guests or new members.  Because of rising COVID numbers in Ottawa County, all 
present were asked to wear precautionary masks. 

DUES:  Dues are $30/year due in October.  All members paying prior to October are eligible to 
win a lovely basket of sewing goodies which will be presented at the October meeting.  As of 
Friday, there were 71 paid members.  (Following tonight’s meeting, Karen Keip, treasurer, 
reported that 29 members have paid their annual dues for the 2021-2022 year.) 

FUTURE PROGRAMS:  Nora Slikkers, program co-chair, reminded us of the following: 

     -September 20, 2021 – Ann Loveless, Art Prize Winner from Michigan, will give a lecture 
entitled “Landscape Quilts.” 

     -October 18 & 19, 2021 – Colleen Merte will present a Trunk Show on Monday, October 18.  
She will teach a class entitled “Pink Grapefruit” (curves without piecing) on Tuesday, October 
19. Sign-up sheets for the class will be available at the September meeting or on the website. 

CHARITY QUILTS:  Kathy Ryzenga thanked everyone for their continued generosity in gifting 
beautiful quilts for needs in the community.   

EASTER PLACEMATS FOR MEALS ON WHEELS:  Barb Sucher reminded members of our group 
project:  make 275 placemats by April 1, 2022 in spring colors, suitable for men and women. 
The size requested is 12”- 13” X 17”- 18”.  Kelly Kindt of Pressing Matters has made a video 
about this project on Facebook and is providing a collection area in her quilt shop. The 
completed placemats may also be brought to meetings prior to April 2022. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS: Election of officers will be held at the September 20 meeting. The 
following people have agreed to run for office: 

-President:  Kris Kennedy 

-Vice President:  Barb Sucher 

-Program co-chairs:  Beth Wright and Barb Bredemeier 

Nominations will be accepted from the floor as well, provided the person nominated has 
agreed to serving in advance. 

VOLUNTEER NEEDED:  Ann Prins has served as volunteer photographer for the guild meetings 
for several years and has posted wonderful photos of the beautiful quilts displayed at meetings.  



She is looking for someone to replace her.  Requirements:  a cell phone and the ability to post 
things on Facebook.  A perk to accepting this position:  front row seating at all guild meetings! 
Please call Betsy Muir (847-507-4305) or Ann Prins (616-368-9398) if you are interested. 

RETREAT: BRQG Annual Retreat will be held Sept. 21-23, 2021 at the Tiara Corporate Center on 
Lake Macatawa.  There are still a few single day openings.  Contact Barb Bredemeier (616-212-
6078) or the Member Only BRQG website page for further information. 

GUEST SPEAKER:  Carole McLean introduced national speaker and author Rayna Gillman from 
Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.  Rayna’s lecture was entitled “What If.”  She said “What If” are important 
words to ask yourself if you are a quilter who wants to expand your horizons. 

Her quilting journey began with flunking 7th grade sewing and using traditional quilting patterns 
for twenty years.  Today she is encouraging quilters to put things askew, be playful and non-
traditional, and cut things up. Her examples were inspiring and beautiful.  Members will be 
learning her design and color techniques in two full-day workshops beginning tomorrow.  Next 
month we look forward to seeing the stunning results during Show and Tell.  Thank you, Rayna, 
for giving us the courage to be more creative! 

Rayna has three books available on Amazon:  Create Your Own Hand-Painted Cloth, Create Your 
Own Free-Form Quilts and Create Your Own Improv Quilts.  

Following Show and Tell and door prizes, the meeting was adjourned at 8:05 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sally Zenas, acting secretary 

for Lorelle Eberly, secretary 

 

Note:  All meetings start promptly at 7:00 pm.  (6:30 – 7:00 is for registration and social time). 

              

 

  

 

 


